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NEWS FROM ACADEMY BAY 
PRESIDENTIAL VISIT 
On 5 December 1982 His Excellency the President of the Republic, Dr Oswaldo Hurtado, and his wife, 
Dona Margarita P. de Hurtado, honoured the Charles Darwin Research Station with an official visit. This 
was Dr Hurtado's first visit since he became President but he came several times when he was Vice-
President and even before that. The Acting Director, Ing. Jos! Villa, escorted the presidential party on an 
inspection of the Station and staff scientists accompanied them on trips to the islands of Plaza and Santa 
Fe. 
mE EXTRAORDINARY EL NINO YEAR 
EI Nino events, the onset of warm ocean currents that affect the climate, occur every few years in the 
Galapagos. They always influence both plant and animal life, though not drastically. But the EI Nino of 
1982-83 has produced cataclysmic effects in the archipelago and is charged with responsibility for floods 
and droughts over many parts of the world. 
It had been intended that most of this issue of Noticias should be devoted to the event but its 
unprecedented duration and intensity are producing results which cannot yet be assessed. Land birds, sea 
birds, marine life, fisheries, native and introduced animals, vegetation in the National Park and cultivated 
crops in the settled areas have all been profoundly affected - but in different ways. Review of the overall 
consequences will have to be postponed until later, when the extent of the damage and the outlook for 
recovery become clearer. Meanwhile, this issue carries a graphic account ofthe preliminary stages of the EI 
Nino phenomenon as witnessed on remote Wolf (Wenman) Island by Friedemann and Heide Koster; 
weather data on Floreana collected by Felipe Cruz and Tina Beach; and a preliminary study by Andrew 
Laurie of the disastrous effects on various populations of marine iguanas. Dr. Laurie has also provided the 
following brief survey of the general situation. 
"The 1982-83 Southern Oscillation-EI Nino event is the most severe ever recorded: in 
Galapagos the monthly mean sea-surface temperature reached 4.3C above normal in June 
1983: the tradewinds failed almost completely and at Puerto Ayora, where the mean annual 
rainfall (1965-81) is 374mm, more than 3,50Omm of rain have fallen during the eight months 
since December 1982. Other marked effects of EI Nino have been extremely high sea levels, 
heavy swells and rough seas. The changes wrought on the fauna and flora, and indeed on the 
islands themselves, have been astounding. Even in the arid coastal zone the vegetation is now 
so thick that one needs a machete to walk the cliff top from Puerto Ayora to Punta Nunez. 
High sea levels and heavy wave action have caused widespread erosion, destroying, for 
example, most of the long black beach on Marchena's south-eastern coast so that one can no 
longer walk that stretch except at low tide, picking one's way between prickly pear cactus 
stranded on the shore or still hanging by the roots from the sandy cliffs. 
The land animals, of course, have flourished; according to L. Gibbs and R. Curry some pairs 
of finches and mockingbirds on Daphne and Tower have raised five or more clutches, and 
fledglings from the early clutches have already nested themselves. But for the marine life and 
the dependent sea-birds and marine iguanas it is a different story. Increased sea temperatures 
and decreased salinity have led to the disappearance of many marine organisms and 
disruption of whole food chains. The blue-footed booby colonies are deserted; not a single 
bird is to be seen on the nesting slopes of Roca Vicente where torrential rain has also cut deep 
erosion channels through the accumulated guano. The waved albatrosses of Espanola have 
attempted to nest but, according to Catherine Rechten, few have returned this year and many 
of those that laid have had their eggs swept away by flood waters." 
It should be borne in mind that these sea-birds are long-lived and that the failure of a breeding season is 
not at all unusual. Nevertheless the effect on Galapagos wildlife of this quite unprecedented weather is 
bound to be important though the nature and extent of the repercussions are at present unpredictable. 
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THE LAST OF THE NORWEGIANS 
Among the victims ofthe EI Nino event, improbable though it may seem, was Alf Kastdalen. He was killed 
while trying to replace a high-tension cable that had been tom down during one of the stupendous 
thunderstorms which characterized this troubled year. He was a farmer in the uplands of Santa Cruz. He 
was also a good friend of the Darwin Station and his capacity as a naturalist was amply demonstrated in 
his paper, "Changes in the Biology of Santa Cruz, 1935-65", published in Noticias No. 35. He was buried 
at Bellavista on 24 June. He is survived by his aged father, now the last of all the band of brave 
Norwegians, who tragically endeavoured to found a settlement in the Galapagos between the two world 
wars. 
VISITS AND EVENTS AT THE DARWIN RESEARCH STATION 
December 1982 
Delegation from the Central University, Quito, led by the Rector. 
Visit by the President of the Republic, his family and officials. 
Group of scientists arrived to study outbreak of avian pox. 
January 1983 
Bob Reynolds, staff marine biologist, and his wife left CDRS after two years service. 
Jose Miguel Bernado, delegate of the Spanish government's Institute for Ibero-American Co-
operation, began a course of lectures on biostatistics. 
Three Chilean girls came to work as scientific assistants. 
February 
Darwin Station arranged a photographic exhibition and gave a series of lectures to the people of 
Santa Cruz. 
Aracelly Fajardo took up duties as Director's secretary. 
Grady Walker and assistant began study of cactus ecology. 
Director and staff scientists to San Cristobal to present photographic exhibition and give lectures to 
local people. 
March 
luan Black, Secretary General of the Charles Darwin Foundation, came to discuss administrative 
matters. 
Edith Herrera returned to Guayaquil University on ending her study of the population structure of 
the Sally Lightfoot crab for her doctorate thesis. 
The sociologist, Mario Monteforte, came to write a series of articles for HOY. 
Dominique Limberger and Brigitte Ogrisegg completed their studies of the Fur Seals on 
Fernandina Island. 
Jaime Astudillo began as assistant in the herpetology programme. 
Yolanda Celleri returned to Quito on terminating her Land Iguana study. 
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